MRI of neuromuscular disease: the basics.
Neuromuscular diseases are numerous and challenging to a variety of clinicians because patients may present to a variety of caregivers with nonspecific complaints. Difficulties in diagnosis and treatment toughen the management of this group. Advancements in the ability to see muscle lesions with magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) introduce radiologists to this complex field and at the same time confront clinicians with new issues, such as if and when to tap this technology on behalf of their patients. Like other published reviews on this topic, this article summarizes the current literature regarding MRI applications and limitations in neuromuscular diseases. It also asks, Given the obvious increment that MRI affords the evaluation of neuromuscular conditions, why is the test not applied more often?